emale pelvic infections that occur following obstetric and gynecologic procedures are often polymicrobial, involving both aerobic and anaerobic bacteria. [1] [2] [3] [4] Isolated from these patients are bacteria which are similar to those isolated from the vagina and endocervix of healthy women. This observation implies that infections following obstetric and gynecologic procedures are frequently from ascent of endogenous bacteria of the vaginal flora.
A major cause of postpartum morbidity and mortality is endometritis. This is especially true in patients who have undergone cesarean delivery, s, 6 The incidence of endometritis following cesarean delivery ranges from 8 to 55%, [6] [7] [8] despite the use of perioperative prophylactic antibiotics.
incidence of infection following hysterectomy was 60% and included cuff cellulitis and pelvic cellulitis. The latter is observed during the immediate postoperative period, while cuff cellulitis often presents after discharge from the hospital.
The commonly isolated aerobic organisms in infections that occur 
RESULTS

Patients
Among the participating institutions, a total of 579 patients were enrolled: 292 in the trospectomycin group and 287 in the clindamycin group. All 579 patients received study medication and were thus evaluable for safety. The two groups were comparable with regard to age, weight, height, race, and initial temperature (Table 1) . Forty-nine patients from the trospectomycin group and 45 from the clindamycin group were excluded for the efficacy evaluation. The reasons for exclusion included protocol violations as well as use of concomitant antibiotic, and other foci of infection. In fact, patients receiving more than one dose of preoperative antibiotics constituted the most common reason for exclusion, followed by normal white cell count at the time of admission in the study. The total numbers of patients excluded were 28 in the trospectomycin group and 25 in the clindamycin group for the above reason. There were 4 patients in the tro- Table 2 .
Outcome
The overall mean duration of the study drug therapy was similar in both groups, i.e., 4.1 _ _ _ 
